
           

 

PRIORITY RESEARCH AGENDA 
 

One of SGIM members’ core competencies is the conduct of high-quality research to 
create high-value health care delivery systems – one in which the maximum benefit is 
delivered for the minimum amount of dollars.  Funding for this research must span from 
the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to the Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality (AHRQ) to the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) to the Patient-Centered 
Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI).  Each agency has a unique and complimentary 
mission, and each merits the support of Congress. 

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) 

AHRQ provides the scientific evidence needed to improve patient safety, reduce waste, 
and enable healthcare delivery systems to bring the maximum benefits to the public, 
including a 17% reduction in adverse events in hospitals since 2010, saving an estimated 
50,000 lives and $12.0 billion. SGIM strongly supports: 
 

• Funding AHRQ at not less than $454 million in appropriated funds including the 
statutory transfer of funds from the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Trust 
Fund.   

• Encouraging AHRQ to increase the portion of its funding used for investigator-
initiated research, which is the most productive model for advancing high-quality 
research. 

 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) 

NIH is renowned for funding the best, peer-reviewed biomedical, behavioral and 
translational research, with 85% of all funds appropriated are used for research project 
grants, chosen by merit, in universities and research centers in every state in the nation 
and about ten percent going to high-quality research on the NIH campus. SGIM strongly 
supports: 

• Funding for NIH that is robust and sustainable over a period of years and believes 
that NIH should receive not less than $36.2 billion for FY18 and not less than 
$38.4 billion for FY19. 

• Funding for the full spectrum of translational research, including community 
engagement. Congress should set appropriations for the CTSA program at not less 
than $515 million to ensure that the full spectrum of translational research from 



T1 to T4 of the 62 CTSAs can be implemented, as detailed in their approved grant 
applications. 

• One of the important components of addressing the nation’s opioid epidemic is 
the need for better research.  As funds are allocated through several NIH 
institutes, it is critical that the full spectrum of research be included to assure that 
advances reach those that need them. 

 
VA Medical and Prosthetics Research 

SGIM strongly supports the Department of Veterans Affairs’ research mission in its 
entirety, but has a special interest in their health services research, which improves the 
health and welfare of America’s returning war and other service veterans.  SGIM 
strongly supports: 

• Funding of not less than $823 million for Medical and Prosthetics Research in the 
VA, proportionate to the growing challenges of providing the best care to our 
veterans.   

Patient Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) 

PCORI was created by Congress to fund research to enable patients and their physicians 
to make the best possible, scientifically-based treatment decisions, taking patient 
preferences and other factors into account.  It is essential to building patient-centered 
healthcare delivery systems and to identifying the best possible treatment decisions for 
individual patients. SGIM strongly supports: 
 

• Congress allowing PCORI to meet its mission and enhance the focus of America’s 
health care systems on patients by reauthorizing the Institute at the earliest 
possible date to assure no interruption in the research process. 

 
Repeal of the Dickey Amendment 

The Dickey Amendment states that "none of the funds made available for injury 
prevention and control at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) may be 
used to advocate or promote gun control." SGIM strongly supports: 
 

• Congress repealing the Dickey Amendment to allow for more research related to 
the sources of gun violence, injury, and death to identify strategies, prevent them 
and thus improve public health. 

 
For further information about SGIM’s research priorities, please contact Lyle Dennis of 
CRD Associates at 202-484-1100 or at ldennis@dc-crd.com.   
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